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Eugene grew to manhood.
4 Like many early Kansas lawyers, Ware was primarily self-educated. His formal education was brief and sporadic and consisted primarily of rote memorization exercises in the fashion of the day.5 Ware's father believed that every young man should learn a trade. 6 His plan for Eugene's education was to have him attend school for six months and to work six months learning the family trade of harness-making.? Despite limited educational opportunities, Ware seems to have learned Greek and Latin at an early age.
S
Ware was about seventeen when the Civil War broke out. He enlisted in the Zouaves, an infantry regiment notable for their colorful uniform adopted from a French brigade in Algeria. Enlistment was for three-month increments and Ware re-enlisted three times. 9 During his military service, Ware mystified his fellow soldiers when they observed him studying Greek and Roman classics in the original by the light of the campfire. lO After service in the Zouaves, Ware enlisted in two Iowa cavalry regiments. His military service left him with a wound that never completely healed. II When he mustered out of the army in 1866, Ware followed his family to Fort Scott, Kansas where he took up the family trade of harness-making. It was during this period that he first experimented with verse. As he later recounted: [I] had advertised my harness shop in the local papers, and to make people read what I said, I tried putting it in rhyme. My competitor wrote advertisements in verse and I did the same thing to meek his competition. That is what started me. I found I could make rhymes and people would read them, so I kept it up.12 4. Id. at 7. 5. Id While involved in the harness trade, Ware took up farming and leased a section of land in Cherokee county. He built a curious cabin consisting of four rooms, each in a different quarter section. Ware impressed his neighbors with his intelligence and wit, and they soon began consulting him about their troubles, particularly those of a legal nature. 14 Ware apparently prepared for the law through a program of unsupervised study. He never attended college or law school nor spent the requisite two years reading in an established law office. Nevertheless, arrangements were made by a lawyer from whom he had borrowed some basic legal texts for a committee to examine him on his fitness to practice. After spending an entire afternoon with the candidate, the committee reported favorably, and he was admitted to practice. 26 In addition to his poetry, Ware wrote two historical books based on his military experiences. The Lyon Campaign in Missouri is an interesting story of army life during the Civil War. 27 The book is basically a memoir based on a diary Ware kept throughout his service and frequently sent home so that his account may be preserved and from letters he sent to his Ware published his only volume of verse, The Rhymes of Ironqui/l, in 1885 but spent the rest of his life tinkering with the language and content. Thirteen editions of the book were published in Ware's lifetime (eventually fifteen) and over time he expanded the work from 64 poems and 157 pages to over 150 poems and 373 pages.
3D Although he would be internationally known for his verse, Ware wrote strictly for personal pleasure and relaxation. He wrote his books under his real name but all his poetry was published under the pseudonym "Ironquill." Ware never attempted to copyright his work and refused to accept payment.
3 ! Indeed, Ware expressed contempt for anyone who would "prostitute" his talent by selling his verse. When a magazine once sent him a check for a poem published without his knowledge or consent, Ware posted the check uncashed in his scrapbook.32
In later life, Ware explained the origin of his pseudonym. A political controversy erupted in Fort Scott and generated a series of letters to the Fort Scott Monitor.
The contributors signed fictitious names and one person signed the name "Goosequill" to which a reply was made by someone who signed the name 'steel pen'. I came into the controversy and signed the name 28 However, on another occasion he gave a more practical reason for the pen name: "I was afraid people would not hire a fool poet for a lawyer if they found OUt.,, 34 The Washerwoman's Song was one of Ware's earliest efforts and probably his best-known work. In later life he told the story of how the poem became public. Ware asked the postmaster in Fort Scott, a close friend, to read his work shortly after it was written. The postmaster was distinctly underwhelmed and said so. The disappointed Ware promptly buried the poem in his desk, and it remained there for eight months. An insistent reporter from the Fort Scott Monitor heard about the piece and persuaded the author to allow the newspaper to publish it on January 16, 1896.
35
The Washerwoman's Song was a huge success. The poem tells the story of a frontier woman, her lonely and backbreaking work and the deep and abiding faith that sustains her. Working alone, with three children playing at her feet, she repeatedly sings to herself With a Savior for a friend He will keep me to the end. 36 The poignant tale of human pathos struck a responsive chord in people all over the country. It was widely reprinted and discussed, particularly in women's clubs.
3 ? While the poem was generally regarded as an affirmation of religious faith, a few lines would create suspicion in some quarters as to the depth and even existence of the author's religious convictions. There were those who even called him "infidel" and the controversy played a role in denying him a congressional nomination by two or three votes at his own county convention. It's a song I do not sing For I scarce believe a thing of the stories that are told of the miracles of old; But I do know that her belief is the anodyne of grief, And will always be a friend That will keep her to the end.
39
By contemporary standards, Ware's poetry seems stilted and banal, consisting mainly of doggerel and strained puns. Indeed it is probably a stretch to call it poetry at all. Nearly all of his work is devoid of subtlety and is related in simple stanzas and/or basic rhymed forms. He seemed to take pride in fractured syntax and improper grammar, and his international reputation, in retrospect, is mystifying.
Ware's verse was particularly popular in England. The New Age called his work "rugged and robust as the thought of a frontier settler should be, and in every line and note rings with sincerity.'.4O The Sunday Times opined: "Any selection from his rhymes may worthily find a place on the shelf with the poems of Bret Harte, Lowell, and others of his country-men happily familiar to us all.,,41 The Westminster Gazette commented about Ware's verse: "Their chief merit is a certain freshness and originality which makes them individual in their merits and in their defects.,. 42 Ware once combined his vocation and avocation when he wrote what he called a "poetical report" on a criminal case, Kansas v. Lewis. 43 Lewis had been charged with burglary and was imprisoned in the Atchison County jail. While awaiting trial, Lewis managed to escape custody. Lewis was recaptured and tried on the burglary charge but was acquitted by a jury. The County attorney then filed jail-breaking charges against him. Lewis was found guilty and sentenced to two years in the state penitentiary. This tum of events did not seem quite fair to Ware and inspired him to verse. On March 10, 1878, Ware published a "poetical report" in the Fort Scott Monitor in which he recounted the [Vol. 55 entire history of the case in verse. The "poetical report" was inserted into the Kansas Reports as a reporter's note. 44 
SOLOMON LEVY LONG
Although Eugene Ware was a poet, he was hardly an eccentric. A contemporary of his, Solomon Levy Long, however, was as strange as they come. Long was born in 1864 in Ohio and attended high school in Iowa. 45 He began a career as a telegrapher and soon became a joumalist. 46 In 1893 he was admitted to the Kansas Bar and settled into practice in Grenola, Kansas. 47 Long was a prolific writer and controversialist. He delighted in satirizing his contemporaries both in and out of the law. For the most part, his poems were published in periodicals, although he also published his collected poems in three books: Child Slaves and Other Poems (1909), Lo, Now the Gentiles Fail (1910), and Psychic Soc Et Tuum and Other Things Concerning "New Thought" Healing and Healers (1913) . 48 Long's poetry was, to put it bluntly, bad. Indeed, one could argue that it lacked all literary merit entirely and should be called doggerel rather than verse. It may well be that Long himself would have agreed with this judgment, for his interest in writing verse was to strike at the hypocrisies of his neighbors and contemporaries rather than create great literature. Indeed, in a letter now owned by the Kansas State Historical Society, Long wrote to a book review editor:
If you find this book of worth -review it, At your pleasure peruse -or eschew it. 'Tis not poetry, forsooth, It is better, viz; Truth. So whate'er your purpose to'ard it -haste and do it.
Id.
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46. Id. 47. Id. Even when Long attempted to write more traditional love poetry, his efforts were not overly successful:
Love and life are both eternal,
Children of a brighter clime; Both will live and both will flourish Far beyond the end of time.51
The best one can say about this is that it does scan and contains a rhyme, but to call it poetry would be too much. But the point is not whether Sol Long's verse was good or bad, the point is that a "country lawyer" in rural Kansas in the midst of his everyday practice took the time to write his poems. And, even if we, today, might judge his poetry negatively, his contemporaries thought enough of it to publish it in 49 Dail was orphaned and basically on his own at an early age. It seems that he was working on the streets of Cincinnati, Ohio as a newsboy and bootblack by the time he was seven years old.53 Dail's formal education was virtually nonexistent and seems to have consisted of about eight months at the age of twenty-one.54 Despite his lack of formal education, Dail became a successful lawyer, businessman, and author. 55 Dail first came to Kansas as part of a surveying party. It is unclear when and how he studied law but he opened practice while in business as a loan agent in Stockton, Kansas. Dail was successful enough to build a fine house in Stockton that is still referred to as the Dail mansion. 56 Like Ware, Dail's early attempts at poetry were newspaper advertisements for his money-lending business. This one is entitled Where to get the cheapest money in Stockton:
A word to the wise, and they quickly test Where to get money, the cheapest and best They hastily ask the agents around Then up to the office 0' Dail they will bound.
Where he treats them with kindness, And deals with them fair, And they always get money Before they leave there.
And when they return to their children and wife, They give praises to God for preserving Dail's life; And they teach their young children to speak of him well. And pray that his spirit may never reach h__. Id. 
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And when the interest falls due on the mortgage they give, Dail never comes down on them so they can't live, But helps them right through if times are too hard; And they bless the loan agent, the lawyer and bard.57
At some point, Dail moved to Wyandotte County where he would practice for many years. Dail was apparently what we would today call a "plaintiff's lawyer.,,58 He brought at least half the damage suits against the Metropolitan Street Railway in Kansas City.59 Steal not this book, for on it I rely To prove a lie the truth, and truth a lie; To prove that black is white, or white is black, And what I say to-day, to-morrow take it back.
To prove the court an ass, the judge a fool, The jury blockhead boys at school, The law a thing we learn by rote, And Justice never enters court.
To prove that right is wrong, and wrong is right, And justify my client in a fight; To read this book to save a rogue, Then read again to d--a lord.
To twist the law to suit the case, To prove some law-point out of place; One might argue that these verse efforts were not much better than Long's doggerel, but one must remember that nineteenth-century popular verse was, for the most part, cloying romantic, verbose, and not to modern tastes. Once again, these poems were sincere efforts by young men studying law and were valued enough to be published by contemporaries.
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